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Miles and More

The ,,8" Seniors* International Speed Skating Games 1999¢
in Seinajoki / Finland

It started very harmless on Monday evening: The travel agency told us,
that the direct-flight from Berlin to Helsinki with continuation of the journey
to Seinajoki would be canceled and we would have to fly from Berlin to
Dusseldorf and than to Helsinki. We, that have been the speedskaters
from Berlin and Sachsen.

At 6 a.m. on Tuesday morning we were at the gate of our airline and we
got the tickets to Dusseldorf and Helsinki. But because of the bad weather,
the plane could not start in time and we arrived Duisseldorf too late — the
plane to Helsinki startet just as we landet. What was now to do? — The
answer was just as easy as surprising. We were set into an aeroplane to
London and from London we had to fly to Helsinki. But on those days like
this day, everything is going wrong — our flight to London startet also too
late and we arrived London just a few minutes after the plane to Helsinki
was gone.

We decided to stay in London for the rest of the day and the next night. On
Wednesday morning we wanted to try the continuation of our journey. Our
time in the british capital was used fiir sightseeing and relaxing. And really
—we could not belive it — we arrived in Helsinki on Wednesday midday —
after about 30 hours. The 4 hours train connection from Helsinki to
Seindjoki have been a ridiculous short time in comparision to the rest of
our journey.

Arrived in Seinajoki we were not able to breathe — this we had not
expected: Icy temperatures from —20° C and below have made the
breathing difficult. The speedskaters considered, if in this weather
conditions the competitions could be startet.

The competitions were started. After the first trainings had taken place in
difficult weather conditions, at the weekend the temperatures got higher
and higher. The speed skating track had been prepared perfectly —
everything was very well. And this you can see in the results of the
competitions: 121 speedskaters from 9 nations did start on this




weekend in Seingjoki. We have had 2 Canadians, 32 from Finland, 16
Germans, 3 ltalians, 31 from the Netherlands, 28 Norwegians, 2 from
Russia, 4 from Switzerland and 3 from Sweden. All of them have given
their best and they have shown excellent sports. 29 ISSSC Records from
1998 have been lowered — many personal bests rounded off the sporting

results.

Of course — there has not taken place only sport, also the sociability has
had enough place in the schedule: On Thursday the organisation
committee invited us to the official opening reception of the games — the
bars and restaurants in the hotels have been also used, to meet old and
new friends. In the leisure time we have had the possibility and enough
time to have sightseeing in Seinajoki. The highlight of the festivities was
the victory-ceremony with banquet on Sunday evening.

| think, | can speak for all competitors of the 8" Games in Seinajoki: It has
been very nice days in Finland and perfectly organised Speed Skating
Games in Seingjoki! We have to say ,Thank you" to the organisation-
committee for the very good work in these days.

In the year 2000 we will meet all eachother again in Berlin — than for the
first time ofe the Seniors’ International Speed Skating Games in a Speed
Skating Hall. | wish all speedskaters a good start into the next saison and
a relaxed and stressles journey to Berlin.

Dominik Wehling

PS: On the flight from Helsinki to Berlin our airline demonstrated how to
work correct: We flew very relaxed in only 2 hours from Helsinki to Berlin —
instead of 30 hours on the tour from Berlin over Dusseldorf and London to

Helsinki. D.W.

8th Seniors' International Speed Skating Games 1999
Seindjoki/Finland, 12th - 14th February 1999

Results

121 participants (14 Ladies, 107 Men) from 9 Nations

CAN 2, FIN 32, GER 16, ITA 3, NED 31, NOR 28, RUS 2, SUI 4, SWE 3

29 ISSSC Records 1998 (Seniors' Inofficial World Records) lowered

RISGAM IN9S 98-6

Black type = ISSSC Records 1998 lowered: four/three distances classification in
5 year age groups; Rk = Rank; Nat = Nation; F = female (Ladies), M = male (Men);
F30 = Ladies 30 - 34 years, M 30 = Men 30 - 34 years, other age groups appropriate;

age = age reached 30.06.99.

LADIES
Rk Name
F 30
1 Ema Palma
2 Nathalie Visser
3 Patricia Oellerich
4 Dorothea Hecht
F 40
1 Ute Zillmann
F 45
1 Rita Luten
2 Anneli Risku
3 Tina Verhoef
F 50
1 Ria Slikker
2 Romme Dimphy
3 Tarja Rinne
F 55
1 Corry Kagenaar
2 Eila Laapotti
F 60

1 Charlotte Hecht-Buchholz

MEN
Rk Name
M 30
1 René Wendlandt
2 Jens P. Kroll
M35
1 Antero Kotijarvi
2 Adriaan Provoost
3 Jon Gauslaa
4  Stein-Erik Lunde
40
Espen Hansen
Paal Agdestein

Bertil Grodahl
Ragnvald Naess
Rolf Amundsen
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Victor van den Hoff

Nat

NED
NED
GER
GER
GER
NED
NED
NED
NED
FIN

NED
FIN

GER

Nat

GER
GER

FIN

NOR

500 m

49,57
50,09
53,11
1.02,02

50,13

48,97
48,73
51,92

50,88
50,89
52,65

55,82
1:01,01

1:30,73

500 m

49,50
45,90

43,42
45,62
47,11
46,36

42,90
42,68
41,45
43,57
44,39
43,94

3000 m

5:16,67
5:35,42

4:33,41
4:49 35
4:4576
4:51,50

4:27,71
4:29,18
4:37,22
4:38,55
4:44.75
4:48,02

1000 m

1500 m

2:27,97
2:30,02

2:08,53
2:16,25
2:18,41
2:18,95

2:06,75
2:07,56
2:08,22
2:10,97
2:13,65
2:13,84

3000 m

5:24,37
5:29,56
6:28,90
7:14,55

5:35,34

5:08,34
5:21,08
5:24,52

5,37,26
535,91
5:36,83

5000 m

9:23,55
9:56,05

7:46,94
8:03,88
8:19,90
8:24,71

742,34
7:42,00
8:12,84
8:06,41
8:12,27
8:21,36

Points

204,314
205,964
233,474
265,371

209,098

197,691
202,389
209,949

211,118

211,895
216,569

226,853
261,403

356,882

Points

207,956
211,415

178,525
187,649
190,862
191,730

176,002
176,263
179,677
182,292
185,625
186,692






